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Praxis 4: Reconcile 

WRITING BY HAND IS NOT THE SAME AS WRITING BY TYPING 

 

It is common for people to refer to writing as simply a text, regardless of the medium. 

While the content of two texts written in different ways can be identical, the differences between 

texts written by hand and texts written through a computer present themselves not only in the 

final product, but in the process as well. 

The final text, when written by hand, contains the author’s handwriting, and any marks of 

corrections they made along the way. Regardless of who writes a text, computers can 

standardize its appearance through the use of fonts. Furthermore, any editing is instantaneous 

and leaves no trace on the final version. As such, both of these are lost in texts written with the 

help of computers. 

The processes also differ based on the medium of the writing. Editing the order of ideas 

can be very easily accomplished when writing digitally. However, on paper, this is only possible 

if the author rewrites the text, or through the use of organizational arrows. The latter is only 

acceptable in drafts, so rewriting would still need to take place. Furthermore, all forms of editing 

are much harder to do on paper. Incorrect grammar and misspelled words are not highlighted 

on paper, so proofreading requires much more scrutiny. In digital writing, such problems are 

immediately remedied through autocorrect or text editors’ suggestions and as such, writers are 

able to pay more attention to the ideas of the text, rather than the correctness of their language 

usage.  



The average typing speed is roughly 40 words per minute, although experienced typers 

can reach speeds averaging above 100 words per minute. Compared to the average of 16 

words per minute of writing by hand, typing is relatively very fast. Because typing is so fast, it 

can more easily approach the conversational tone of speech, whereas writing by hand often 

reduces writing to more barren descriptions. This difference affects both the end product as well 

as the process of writing.  

Such differences in both the final product and the process raise questions whether these 

two mediums are comparable, and if so, the place of each in today’s world. As writers work, 

keeping these differences in mind may be helpful in deciding which medium is appropriate in a 

given situation. 


